What the Amendment Says

“Only a marriage between one man and
one woman shall be valid or recognized
as a marriage in this state. A legal status
identical or substantially similar to that of
marriage for unmarried individuals shall
not be valid or recognized in this state.”

What it means: The amendment prohibits
gay marriage and any legal status similar to
marriage.

What’s wrong: Wisconsin already bans
gay marriage. The second clause goes too
far. A “substantially similar” clause in Ohio
led the courts to undo domestic violence
protections for heterosexual unmarried
couples. Further, while some Wisconsinites
are against gay marriage, most support
legislation that allows gay couples certain
rights, such as civil unions and the right to
make health care decisions for their loved
ones.

After an amendment like this one passed
in Michigan, the state removed domestic
partner benefits, which included health
care. The second sentence puts such rights
in jeopardy.

What You Can Do

When people know about the unintended
consequences of the amendment, they don’t
want it.

Talk to your friends and neighbors, church
groups, professional associations, and
coworkers.

Hold a debate, discussion, house party, or
information session about the amendment
in your community.

Contact Fair Wisconsin, a group working to
educate the public about the dangers of the
amendment. (www.fairwisconsin.com)

Talk to people in other parts of the state
and ask them to get involved.

Distribute copies of this flyer.
For more information, see
www.attorneysagainsttheban.org

To get in touch with Attorneys Against the
Ban or to arrange for a speaker, contact
aatbwi@yahoo.com.

The views expressed in this pamphlet are those
of Attorneys Against the Ban, a referendum
group registered with the Wisconsin State Elec-
tions Board. Funding for Attorneys Against the
Ban was provided in part by donations from the
Public Interest Law Section and the Individual
Rights and Responsibilities Section of the State
Bar of Wisconsin, which oppose the amend-
ment. The State Bar of Wisconsin’s Board of
Governors and the State Bar as a whole have
not taken any position with respect to the issues
discussed in this pamphlet.

Authorized and paid for by Attorneys Against
the Ban, Andy Somers, Treasurer.
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It goes too far.
It is intrusive.
It is discriminatory.

It threatens legal protections
for domestic violence victims.

The constitution should grant
rights, not remove rights.

It is bad for children.

It is bad for elderly people.

It invades privacy.
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It is too broad.

This amendment has unintended
legal consequences for citizens
of Wisconsin, both gay and
heterosexual.

The constitution should grant
and protect rights.

| This amendment would use our constitution
to take away rights. This bill removes rights
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